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          16th June 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

School Reopening from 29th June 

On 3 June 2020, the Minister for Educa=on announced plans for a phased reopening of 
schools to ‘check-in’ with learners of all ages. We are delighted that we are finally able to be-
gin working towards reopening and really look forward to seeing our pupils and families 
again.  

You will appreciate that reopening the school during a public health emergency in a manner 
that is safe for pupils and staff is incredibly complex.  Arrangements for the management of 
the building, cleaning, transport, catering and resources etc must be made carefully, in con-
sidera=on of Welsh Government and Local Authority guidance.  We would like to reassure 
you that in making these arrangements our overarching priority remains the health, safety 
and wellbeing of pupils and staff. Therefore, we intend that the reopening of the school is 
undertaken with cau=on. 

The Welsh Educa=on Minister has stated that in reopening schools the emphasis is on check-
in with pupils, there is no statutory provision for learning at this =me. It is important to un-
derstand that school will not look like it did prior to lockdown being introduced. For example, 
the vast majority of classrooms will only have tables and chairs when the children return to 
school. This is to help the cleaning of rooms and to limit the number of objects and surfaces 
that the children can touch. 

Each school has been given the autonomy to plan an approach which takes into account the 
unique context of their school: availability of staff (shielding), physical environment, size of 
classrooms, numbers of pupils, access to the site, toilet provision, amongst other specifics.  
Therefore, a\er careful considera=on and discussions with our partners in our Barry  
Schools’ Cluster, the  provision in St. Helen’s from the 29th June will be:


• A weekly onsite, classroom based ‘check in’ session for Years 1 to 6, between 29 June 
2020 and 24 July 2020; 
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• Nursery and Recep=on children will not access the onsite ‘check-in’ sessions. Staff will 
con=nue to check-in remotely with families, offering a weekly check-in for those who 
request it; 

• Nursery and Recep=on Areas will be used for our Keyworker Hub. Children accessing 
the Key Worker Hub will be unable to access their class Check-in session; 

• Children will be placed in ‘bubbles’ of classmates, no more than 8 children in their 
class during their allocated slot; 

The opportunity for children to come into school will be focused on enabling them to meet 
up with friends and teachers, and will introduce them to some of the ways that school might 
be different in the future as we con=nue to deal with the Covid-19 virus.  

• The check-in session will be for one 2.5 hour session each week. Children will be allo-
cated a specific day of the week and specific arrival and collec=on =me, e.g. Monday 
9am – 11.30am; 

• Children and 1 parent will be met by the class teacher at their allocated =me; 

• To enable appropriate social distancing and ensure the health and safety of all our 
families and staff , no late arrivals will be admiied to the session; 

• KS 2 pupils will be met by their teacher and collected by their parent from the grass 
area at the top of the playground; 

• Founda=on Phase children will be met by their teacher and collected by their parent 
at the Maes y Cwm entrance; 

• Children will sani=se their hands on entering and on leaving school (external sani=ser 
on both sites); 

• Children will only be allowed to bring a pre-filled water boile and snack (disposable 
packaging only) into school; 

• Pupils are to wear their own clothes.  No school uniform is to be worn.   
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• All staff will wear at least a visor, some staff have requested to wear a face covering; 

• Staff or children displaying symptoms of Covid-19 must not come to school under any 
circumstances: 

• No child who appears to staff to be unwell will be admiied into school, teachers have 
the discre=on to advise a parent to take their child home; 

• We hope to offer ‘transi=on check-ins’ / ‘meet your new teacher check-ins’ during the 
last week of term, these would be priori=sed for our current Nursery, Recep=on and 
Year 2 pupils ini=ally. (more informa=on on this will be sent out to you in the coming 
weeks); 

• The normal school policy on behaviour will apply when the school reopens. In addi-
=on to this we will be opera=ng a pandemic behaviour policy. This will follow the 
rules as set out in Welsh Government Policy on social distancing during the pandem-
ic. Pupils who consistently break these rules or fail to follow health and safety proce-
dures and instruc=ons, pujng themselves and others at risk, may be asked to stay at 
home. 

This limited provision will allow us to learn how to operate the building whilst maintaining 
physical distancing, so that if circumstances change by September and pupil numbers in-
crease, we can be confident that the school can be run safely. 

Our online home learning prac=ces will con=nue to be the main source of educa=on provid-
ed by the school each day. We are now beginning to look at extending these prac=ces in 
readiness for a likely blended (online and school based) approach to learning that all schools 
may have to provide in September. We will update you on our plans as we trial and imple-
ment new ways of learning. 

We know that this approach to reopening the school may not please everybody. In our con-
versa=ons with parents and carers the full range of opinions have been expressed. Some are 
adamant that reopening schools is too much, too soon, and their child will not be returning. 
Others are ready for their child to restart educa=on fully. We can only seek to assure you that 
we have considered these arrangements carefully and with great aien=on to detail.  
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As we move into our recovery phase, we believe this is the best op=on to enable us to safely 
welcome our pupils and staff back. 

The St. Helen’s team have a great deal to do in prepara=on for 29 June 2020.  Please be pa-
=ent with us as we finalise arrangements. 

We will send out a registra=on survey tomorrow, which will need to be completed for each 
child. The registra=on will require you to make a clear decision as to whether your child will 
be aiending the check-in session. We will also give you the opportunity to request preferred 
days and we will do our best to accommodate these in our plans. We will keep the survey 
open un=l Friday 6pm, to allow you the =me to consider our arrangements. Following the 
analysis of the registra=on survey, we will send out more specific informa=on regarding your 
child’s check-in =metable. 

If you would like to ask a ques=on at this stage, please email headteacher@sthelenscps.co.uk 
and we will respond as quickly as we are able.  

We appreciate that the decision of whether or not to return your child to school at this =me 
is not an easy decision.  There is no right or wrong decision but rather one that is best for 
you and your family in these extraordinary circumstances.  Any family who chooses not to 
return their child to school will not be penalised for taking this decision and online learning 
will con=nue.  For those families who do decide their children will return to school we would 
like to reassure you that the safety and well-being of all  pupils and staff is paramount. Every 
decision made, every plan and procedure put into place will always have the safety and well-
being of every child and member of staff at its heart. This will be the ‘new normal’ for some 
=me and we must ensure that it is fit for purpose and minimises risk to all. Thank you for 
your ongoing support. 

Please do remember that we are always here to help. If you are experiencing difficul=es and 
require advice, support or guidance, please email either: 

sthelenscps@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk or headteacher@sthelenscps.co.uk. 

Kind regards, 

Michelle Clawson   Kate Harris 

Deputy Headteacher   Chair of Governors
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