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         25th June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Although this remains a very challenging time for everyone, we are really pleased 
that many of our children will be returning to school before the summer holidays. We 
know how much they have missed their friends and teachers, and we as staff have 
certainly missed seeing them all. We were disappointed to hear the news on Monday 
that the opportunity for the children to ‘check in, catch up and prepare’ has been 
reduced to three weeks - our staff were keen for this to happen. However, we are 
excited to spend as much time as possible with the children, in a way that is safe and 
practical, with a focus on health and wellbeing. 

By this Saturday, each class teacher will post a video walk through of the 
classrooms, for you and your child to be able to visualise how the areas will work 
from 29th June. We will also spend time with the children during their first visit to 
explain these arrangements, but it may ease some of their worries to be able to see it 
in advance. 

To further support you and your child in preparing for their return to school please find 
attached some guidance. We hope that you will be able to find some time to review 
this guidance together to support your child in understanding what returning to school 
will look like. This guidance will also be useful for those parents and carers of 
children not returning to school before the summer, as many of the organisational 
changes may still be in place. 

Reminders: 

• Please check Seesaw / Google Classroom for your child’s/children’s check-in 
session; 

• To enable appropriate social distancing and ensure the health and safety of all 
our families and staff, no late arrivals will be admitted to the session;  

• Children and 1 parent will be met by the class teacher at their allocated time; 

• KS 2 pupils will be met by their teacher and collected by their parent from the 
grass area at the top of the playground, please use the one-way system to the 
side of the prayer garden up to the Main Entrance to exit;  
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• Foundation Phase children will be met by their teacher and collected by their 
parent at the Maes-y-Cwm entrance; 

• Children will sanitise their hands on entering and on leaving school (external 
sanitiser on both sites); 

• Children will only be allowed to bring a rain jacket, pre-filled water bottle and 
healthy snack into school; 

• Pupils are to wear their own clothes; 

• All staff will wear at least a visor, some staff have requested to wear a face 
covering; 

• Staff or children displaying symptoms of Covid-19 must not come to school 
under any circumstances: 

• No child who appears to staff to be unwell will be admitted into school, 
teachers have the discretion to advise a parent to take their child home; 

• Children who attend the Hub are allowed to attend the check-in sessions but 
not on the same day ie. if they attend the check-in with their class they must 
not attend the Hub on the same day; 

• The Offices are not open to visitors for the next three weeks. Please telephone 
or email; 

• The normal school policy on behaviour will apply when the school reopens. In 
addition to this we will be operating a pandemic behaviour policy. This will 
follow the rules as set out in Welsh Government Policy on social distancing 
during the pandemic. Pupils who consistently break these rules or fail to follow 
health and safety procedures and instructions, putting themselves and others 
at risk, may be asked to stay at home. 
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Please remember that Home Learning will continue over the next three weeks. Staff 
will provide daily challenges,  Microsoft Teams meetings and feedback, whilst also 
preparing for engaging check-in sessions which focus on Health and Wellbeing. Each 
teacher will be asking the children to share will them ‘something they’d like their 
teacher to know’ on Seesaw / Google Classroom, in readiness for their check-in. We 
would also like to give you, parents / carers, the opportunity to contact us by email of 
anything that you would like us to know before your child/ren come back to school. 

Whilst we are guided to not think ahead to the ‘planning of the next phase’ in 
September (as we cannot determine what the science will dictate), please know that 
we are working very hard behind the scenes to consider how we can facilitate the 
best possible provision for the children moving forward. Whilst it is doubtful any of us 
are likely to see ‘normal routines’ for some time, it does give us the wonderful 
opportunity to facilitate more creative, bespoke, blended styles of learning. We will 
continue to be flexible and will continue to strive to be and do the very best for all of 
the children. 

We continue to be extremely proud of the level of home learning engagement from 
our children and families.Thank you. We know it’s not an easy task put you truly are 
helping your children by supporting and encouraging them to participate. I urge those 
families who have chosen not to, to reconsider, to assist them in positive routines 
around learning for the next three weeks. 

Finally, I would take this opportunity once again to express my sincere thanks to you 
for your support, your patience and your appreciation of our commitment to 
endeavouring to do the very best we can for the children of St. Helen’s. The many 
wonderful messages, kind offers to help and ongoing support are very much 
appreciated by all of the staff. 

Kind regards, 

Michelle Clawson 
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